Tampa Bay History
Volume 11

Issue 1

Article 6

6-1-1989

Ten Years of Tampa Bay History: A Photographic Essay
Tampa Bay History

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarcommons.usf.edu/tampabayhistory

Recommended Citation
Tampa Bay History (1989) "Ten Years of Tampa Bay History: A Photographic Essay," Tampa Bay History:
Vol. 11 : Iss. 1 , Article 6.
Available at: https://scholarcommons.usf.edu/tampabayhistory/vol11/iss1/6

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Open Access Journals at Scholar Commons. It has
been accepted for inclusion in Tampa Bay History by an authorized editor of Scholar Commons. For more
information, please contact scholarcommons@usf.edu.

: Ten Years of Tampa Bay History: A Photographic Essay

TEN YEARS OF TAMPA BAY HISTORY:
A PHOTOGRAPHIC ESSAY
In the past ten ears, Tampa Bay History has published hundreds of photographs to illustrate
articles, documents and book reviews. Increasingly, historians have come to recognize that
period photographs provide a valuable means of documenting the material culture of modern
society. Florida has been especially fortunate in this regard because so much of its development
occurred after the invention of photography in the mid-nineteenth century. The state has attracted
a large number of amateur and professional photographers, lured to the area by exotic sights and
tourist attractions. Local photographers, such as the Burgert Brothers of Tampa, have also left
invaluable collections of Florida scenes. In addition, old family albums have provided priceless
snapshots of everything from historic sights to family gatherings that open a window on the past
to show how people dressed, worked, lived and played in previous generations. Photographs
used in Tampa Bay History have come from a variety of sources, including public and private
collections as well as books, but many have never been previously published.
As a special feature of this tenth anniversary issue, the editors have selected a sample of
photographs from past issues. Those reprinted here show the broad array of topics and locales
covered by Tampa Bay History and demonstrate the importance of photography in recording and
preserving the history of the fifteen-county area served by this journal.
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Jacques Le Moyne de Morgues, a French artist, participated in an ill-fated attempt to colonize
Florida. His BrevisNarratio was published in 1591 and includes his drawings that vividly
portray the life of Timucan Indians, whose tribes populated the Tampa Bay area. The Timucans
were one of the tribes who clashed with the French and the Spaniards during inland expeditions
of sixteenth-century Florida.

Jehu J. Blount’s General Store, located at First and Hendry Streets in Fort Myers, shown in
1886. A few years earlier Fort Myers and the rest of Lee County was relatively unpopulated.
The freeze of 1894-1895 prompted the area’s development, due in large part to the lack of
damage to the Lee County orange groves.
Photograph from Yesterday’s Fort Myers by Marian Godown and Alberta Rawchuck.

https://scholarcommons.usf.edu/tampabayhistory/vol11/iss1/6

2

: Ten Years of Tampa Bay History: A Photographic Essay

Life in pioneer Florida could be harsh, but advancement came by 1884 with the first rail link to
the Tampa area. Another sign of advancement was the founding of a local bank. The Polk
County Bank, organized in 1886 at Bartow, used oxen to bring in its safe on a flat cart pulled on
temporary rails.
Photography courtesy of the Polk County Historical Commission.

San Antonio, in Pasco County, was first founded in 1881 by Edmund Dunne who established its
50,000 acres as a Catholic colony. In June 1883, 130 people inhabited the colony, which was
surrounded by several lakes. In this photo, several people gather in front of the San Antonio
Post Office in 1890.
Photograph courtesy of Madeline Beaumont.
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No longer limited to the dictates of the sea, Florida grew in relation to the development of
communication and transportation. The coming of the railroad was a major boost to towns
along the lines. This is the Orange Belt Railroad’s station at Clearwater around the turn of the
century, with a train just pulling into the station.
Photo courtesy of the USF Special Collections.

The sea was the route that brought most of the early settlers to Florida. Higel’s wharf at the foot
of Main Street in Sarasota is shown here around the year 1900. From the town’s founding in
1886 to 1902, when the Florida West Shore Railroad was extended to Sarasota, this dock was
the town’s link with the outside world.
Photograph courtesy of the Sarasota County Historical Archives.
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The Great Freeze of 1894-1895 wiped out citrus growers in northern parts of Florida and
ultimately relocated the center of the citrus culture southward. The increase in people and
citrus production led to the growth of Pinellas County and its eventual independence from
Hillsborough County.
Photograph from Stokes Collection, USF Special Collections.

Prior to the arrival of Greek immigrants, Tarpon Springs attracted northeasterners seeking a
health resort. The partnership of John Cheyney and John Cocoris, utilizing Greek diving
methods to harvest sponge, led to the establishment of Tarpon Springs’ industry and its Greek
culture. This photo shows the sponge docks in Tarpon Springs around 1920.
Photograph courtesy of USF Special Collections.
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The freeze of 1894-95 developed warm weather areas of South Florida such as Lee County.
Tropical climate and abundant sea life in its waters were two highly touted attributes. This
picture displays the fish caught in one day by thirteen-year-old Annie Holloway.
Photograph from FloridaTimes-Union and Citizen, December 19, 1897.

U.S. troops “slept this way to keep above water,” at Port Tampa in 1898. When the U.S.
Congress declared war upon Spain on April 25, 1898, the small town of Tampa served as the
assembly and embarkation port for the army in its plans to invade Cuba.
Photograph courtesy of USF Special Collections.
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Until 1868, the state of Florida had no established public school system. While the public school
system grew in the rest of the United States, Florida relied on “public/private” schools that were
common in frontier regions of early America. Improvements came in the late 1800s but limited
funds and scarce supplies forced schools to be resourceful. As late as 1900, the outdoor
classroom remained a popular feature of private schools.
Photography courtesy of Manatee County Historical Society.

This turn-of-the-century photo depicts the business of downtown Arcadia in front of the DeSoto
National Bank. As of 1897, Arcadia, the county seat of DeSoto County, had a population of
nearly 800 and depended on the orange and cattle industry. In 1896, the area shipped between
30,000 and 40,000 boxes of fruits.
Photograph courtesy of U.S.F. Special Collections.
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Florida contributed soldiers and products to the American effort in World War I, with
servicemen on the battlefields and civilians on the homefront making a concerted effort to win
the war. Sarasota’s first Armistice Day parade in 1919 marked the anniversary of the war’s
end. The national holiday, now Veterans’ Day, long served as a reminder of the price Americans
paid in the Great War.
Photograph courtesy of Sarasota County Historical Archives.

Although completed and opened to traffic on April 25,1928, the Tamiami Trail had been in the
process of construction since 1916. For a time interest in the road connecting Tampa and Miami
waned. However, the adventurous spirit of the Tamiami Trail Blazers, the first men to cross the
unfinished portion of the trail from Ft. Myers to Everglades City in autos, rekindled interest in
the project.
Photograph courtesy of P. K. Yonge Library.
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The affordability of Model T’s and the expansion of roads led to n influx of tourists and the
rapid growth of cities in the Tampa Bay area. In this photo “Tin Can Tourists” camp at DeSoto
Park in Tampa in 1920.
Photograph courtesy of Tampa-Hillsborough County Public Library System.

The “Roaring Twenties” in many ways proved to be the crossroads where traditional America,
steeped in the origins of a rural nation, faced an urbanizing republic that was being
transformed by the advances of technology. The struggle over Prohibition was one element in
the uncertainty of this conflict. Here the Hillsborough County Sheriff and his men dismantle a
still on January 10, 1925.
Photograph courtesy of Hampton Dunn.
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The Everglades proved to be one of the most formidable frontiers in the United States until the
turn of the century. Trappers made the first canals possible, thereby linking the Okeechobee to
the rest of the world. A dependable dike and sophisticated water control system came after the
devastating hurricanes of 1926 and 1928. This photo depicts members of the Coast Guard and
National Guard at Belle Glade clearing up the debris scattered by the storm.
Photograph courtesy of the Great Outdoors Publishing Company.

The depression affected large cities like Miami and Tampa as well as small towns like Ellenton
and Oneco in Manatee County. As illustrated in this photo of Oneco, the local grocer also
pumped gas and operated the post office in the early 1930s. With the depression in mind, he
posted a sign on his window: “Cash Talks Loud.” One of the bargains advertised was three rolls
of toilet paper for 21.
Photographic courtesy of the Manatee County Historical Society.
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The mutual aid societies which Cubans, Spaniards and Italians formed helped the immigrant
groups adjust and respond to their surroundings in Tampa. The interaction among the groups
led to the building of hospitals, pharmacies and medical laboratories. Social activities were also
established. At its peak during the 1920s the Circulo Cubano boasted its own boxing arena.
Photograph courtesy of Florida State Archives.

New Deal programs such as the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) gave work to the
unemployed and provided hope during the depression years. The efforts of developer Arthur B.
Edwards helped bring a CCC camp to Sarasota for the building of a state park in the Myakka
River Valley. The Myakka River State Park was dedicated in 1941. In this photo CCC workers
construct a building with outside walls made of logs cuts from cabbage palms.
Photograph courtesy of the National Archives and Records Service.
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A cowboy rounding up cattle on a ranch near Ruskin in Hillsborough County, in 1947. Between
1842 and 1949 open-range cattle-ranching provided both an industry to the sunshine state and a
way of life to the cowmen who grazed their cattle on the open-ranges of South Florida. The
practice ended in 1949 when stockowners were required to fence in cattle on their own
property.
Photograph courtesy of Florida State Archives.

Between 1830 and the 1950s nearly every Florida community had a railroad depot which served
as the community social center and the source for contact with the outside world. The
Doodlebug #2900, of the combined Seaboard Coast. Line, passes by the wooden depot for the
Atlantic Coast Line in Highlands City in Polk County with a single coach on its way to Naples.
This rare combination engine/freight car had itself been retired and scrapped by the time
Amtrack took over the passenger service.
Photograph courtesy of R. Randolph Stevens.
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